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ISLE  OF  WIGHT 

County  Education  Committee. 


Ri'POR'r  or 

I'HI-:  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
FOR  THE  Vl'AR  194G. 

'Fhe  passing  dI'  the  Education  Act,  1944,  making  it  the 
duty  ol’  every  Local  Education  Authority  to  provide  a 
comprehensi\e  scheme  of  free  mcdictil  treatment  for 
children  in  attendance  at  maintained  schools,  is  a further 
step  towards  the  formation  of  an  A1  nation  and  it  is 
unfortunate  that  the  National  Health  Service  Act  could 
not  have  been  o[)erative  at  the  same  time.  Many  Local 
Education  Authorities,  while  waiting  for  the  latter  Act  to 
become  operative,  delayed  carrying  out  the  provisions  of 
the  medical  treatment  sections  of  the  former  Act.  'Fhis 
is  unfortunate  hut  understandable. 

In  the  Isle  of  Wight,  no  new  arrangements  for  treatment 
have  yet  been  made,  but,  at  the  moment  of  writing  this, 
a conference  with  the  Royal  I.W.  County  Hospital  has 
been  arranged  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  the  1st  April,  1947, 
a comprehensive  schem.e  for  hospital  treatment  will  be 
ready  to  function. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  schools  under  the 
County  Education  Committee  was  68,  viz.,  58  Primary  with 
6,795  children  on  the  registers,  seven  Secondary  Modern 
with  1,5.30  children,  one  County  Huilding  School  with 
112  children  and  two  County  Secondary  Crammar 
Schools  with  ()66  children.  'Fhe  total  numlx'r  of  children 
on  the  regist<‘rs  in  all  schools  at  tlu'  end  of  the  year  was 
therefore  9, 103. 

1 he  sections  in  the  re])ort  are  numbered  as  in  the 
.Ministry  of  Education’s  schedule. 
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1 . STAFF. 

During  the  year  1946,  changes  took  place  in  the  school 
medical  and  dental  slalL  Dr.  Carpenter  died  on  May 
7th  and  there  was  a considerable  interval  before  his 
successor,  Dr.  H.  C.  Calvey,  was  appointed.  He  actually 
commenced  his  duties  on  November  1st.  Dr.  Margaret 
Brodigan  resigned  as  from  September  and  Dr.  Jennings, 
who,  throughout  practically  the  whole  period  of  the  war 
gave  her  services  voluntarily,  also  resigned  in  October, 
1946.  To  replace  these  two  ladies,  the  County  Council 
appointed  Dr.  Anne  Simpson  and  Dr.  Charlotte  Forsyth, 
the  ff)rmer  commencing  on  October  1st  and  the  latter  on 
October  14th. 

Changes  have  also  taken  place  on  the  dental  staff.  Mr. 
\V.  Bayne,  L.D.S.,  who  was  a part-time  school  dental 
surgeon,  resigned  as  from  the  31st  March  and  Mrs.  Morris, 
a former  dentist  on  the  Council’s  staff,  kindly  agreed  to 
do  part-time  inspection  and  treatment  until  a ne\v  oflicer 
was  appointed.  Mr.  H.  J.  Nicholls,  L.D.S.,  was  appointed 
and  commenced  duty  on  September  2nd,  1946. 

Miss  Ayress  \\as  appointed  full-time  dental  attendant 
in  September  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review 
there  were  on  the  staff  three  whole-time  dentists,  each 
with  an  attendant. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  dental  inspection  and  treatment 
will  now  go  smoothly  forward  uninterrupted  by  such  staff 
difliculties  as  the  service  has  c.xperienced  during  the  last 
six  years. 

Two  whole-time  school  nurses  are  also  employed  by  the 
Council,  one  in  Newport  and  one  in  Ryde.  In  other 
areas,  the  District  Nurses  act  as  part-time  school  nurses. 

3.  MILK  IN  SCHOOLS. 

.Milk  was  suj)])lied  in  every  school  with  the  exception  of 
Brooke,  tuberculin  tested  milk  in  twelve  schools,  accredited 
in  six,  pasteurised  in  thirty-nine  and  non-graded  raw  milk 
in  ten. 
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'I'lu'  follow  in<j;  table  shows  the  mimher  of  pupils  taking 
milk  oil  a norm.il  school  day  durinu;  the  week  commenciiyLt 
I 4lh  ( )i  lohi'r,  I !)•!()  ; 


Schools. 

.\'o.  ill 

No.  taking 

Percentage. 

AUendauce. 

.Milk. 

taking  Milk 

Primary 

Secoiuhiry  Modern 

. 6205 

• ) 

561 1 

Me. 21% 

Secondary  Crammtir 
and  'Pechnietd 

[ 2248 
..  ) 

1 64() 

73.38% 

Total 

8448 

7257 

o 

o 

C) 

in 

CO 

The  ]icn'ciitagc  of  children  taking  milk  in  school  in  the 
week  commencing  October  14th  was  a big  increase  on  the 
figures  given  for  the  week  commencing  October  15th, 
1945  : the  figures  for  that  week  being  : 

Primary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  70.68'’,, 

Secondary  Modern  Schools  ...  ...  57.GU'’o 

Secondary  ( irammar  Schools  ...  ...  47.1 'X) 

'Phis  increase  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  no  charge 
is  now'  made  for  milk. 


SCHOOL  MEALS.— Hot  Mid-day  Meals.— The  School 
Meals  Service  continues  to  develop  : there  are  now  six 
Central  Kitchens  (including  Gaversham  House,  Ryde), 
serving  Urban  and  Rural  areas,  and  eleven  self-contained 
Canteens  in  schools. 

riie  ;i\  erage  chiily  number  of  meals  servi'd  in  October, 
1946,  was  4,181,  which  re])resents  49.5  |ier  cent  of  the 
school  roll.  1 he  following  is  a typical  nu'al  whi(4i  is 
])rovided  to  children  at  ;i  cost  of  5d.  per  day  ; 

Stewed  He(4  (with  carrots,  pe;is  and  onions)  Potatoes 
and  Ckibbage  ; 

Steamed  Ap]jle  Pudding  w ilh  Custard  Sauce. 
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I'o  provide  this  meal  the  lollowintf  expenditure  was 


necessary  : 

(1. 

Food  5.00 

Salaries,  wages  and  insurance  ...  ...  2.68 

Fuel  and  light  ...  ...  ...  ...  .79 

Fransport  of  meals  ...  ...  ...  .74 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  .94 

I'otal  cost  per  meal  ...  ...  10.15 


'Fhis  cost  per  meal  compares  favourably  with  that  of 
other  Authorities. 

Caversham  House,  Ryde,  has  been  continued  as  a 
Central  Kitchen  pending  completion  of  the  new  kitchen  at 
Play  Street  Lane.  In  the  meantime,  the  Play  Street  Lane 
kitchen  is  providing  meals  to  the  Oakfield  Schools  which 
were  previously  served  from  the  Ryde  British  Restaurant, 
\vhich  arrangement  has  now  ceased,  and  to  the  Ryde 
R.C.  School,  for  which  dining  arrangements  have  been 
made  in  the  Prince  Street  .Mission  Hall. 

Meals  are  now  provided  to  all  schools  in  the  area,  with 
the  exception  of  St.  Flelens  Council  School,  where  it  is 
hoped  to  continence  the  service  during  the  Spring  Term, 
1947. 

It  is  estimated  that  by  the  31st  March,  1947,  50  per  cent 
of  the  children  in  the  schools  will  be  taking  meals  and  by 
the  31st  March,  1948,  55  per  cent. 

'Fransport  of  the  meals  from  kitchens  to  schools  is  efl'ected 
by  the  use  of  four  vans  owned  by  the  Council  and  by 
individual  contractors. 

'I'he  introduction  of  this  service  in  1943  has  undoubtedly 
been  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  our  school  children,  for  it 
has  ensured  that  every  child  who  took  advantage  of  it  had 
at  least  one  meal  both  well  balanced  and  adetiuate  |ter 
school  dav.  I have  no  doubt  in  mv  own  mind  that  this 


;) 


was  one  lactoi'  in  maintaining  tlic  nutritional  staiKlard 
of  tlir  c hildren,  and  in  incrnasin,t>:  their  i)roteelion  a.t^ainst 
inlections  disc'ase. 


.\  census  of  sc  hool 

meals  taken 

on  a normal  schocfi  day 

during  the  week  conuneticing  14th 

October, 

1946,  gtive  the 

follow  ing  figures  : 

Schools . 

jXo.  Ill 

No.  of 

Percentage. 

attendance. 

meals  served,  taking  meals. 

Primary 

6205 

2950 

47.56''o 

Secondary  .Modern 

1 

Secondary  ( Irammar 

2243 

1231 

54.88”o 

and  Technical 

...) 

'I'otals 

...  8448 

4181 

O' 

00 

; 

1 ^ 

4 & 5.  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

All  the  children  in  the  age  groups  specified  for  routine 
inspection  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  were  examined. 
The  numbers  examined  in  each  group  and  some  of  the 
findings  at  these  medical  inspections  are  shown  in  the  tables. 

.STATE  OE  NUTREITOxN.— Of  3,546  children  exam- 
ined at  periodic  inspections,  the  nutrition  was  classed  as 
excellent  in  30.2  per  cent  (28.5),  as  normal  in  61.2  per 
cent  (63.4),  slightly  sub-normal  in  8.4  per  cent  (7.8),  and 
bad  in  0.2  per  cent  (0.3). 

UXCi.EAXElNESS  AXD  EOEEOVVIXCf  Ulb—Ehe 
nurses  carried  out  fully  their  following  up  work,  making 
1,303  visits  to  schools  and  1,925  home  visits  ; the  number 
ol’  dressings  a]ipliecl  in  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments 
was  1,995  and  the  number  of  examinations  for  unclean- 
liness was  26,438.  This  last  figure  includes  the  routine 
examinations  carrit'd  out  by  the  nurses  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable after  the  beginning  of  each  school  term  and  also 
the  re-examinations  of  children  Ibund  unclean.  In 
.September  137  ( hildren  had  nits  in  their  hair  out  ol’  a 


total  of  7,7G2  examined,  i.e.,  a percentage  of  1.8  (2.3 
per  cent  in  1945).  The  number  of  schools  with  no  unclean 
child  was  29.  The  percentage  of  children  found  at 
periodic  medical  inspections  to  have  nits  in  the  hair  was 
0.2.  During  the  year  the  nurses  themselves  cleansed  126 
children.  Legal  proceedings  were  not  taken  in  any 
uncleanline.ss  case.  No  cases  of  body  lice  were  found 
in  school  during  the  year. 

Five  .school  children  were  found  to  be  sullerinst  from 
scabies  at  the  three  routine  inspections  carried  out  by  the 
school  nurses  during  the  year. 


7 ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  TREATMENT. 

In  Table  I\',  Groups  2 and  3,  are  shown  the  numbers 
of  children  treated  for  visual  defects  and  enlargement  of 
the  tonsils. 

Details  of  work  done  at  the  Eye  Clinics  at  Newport 
and  Ryde  and  by  Dr.  Heckford. 

Dr.  Wallace's  Dr.  Heckford' s 


C,  links 

Clinics 

Number  of  children  who  attended 

Number  of  attendances  : — 

571 

126 

i.e.  New  attendances 

, 237 

39 

Re-examinations 

, 334 

87 

Re-examined  twice  during  year  1 

— 

572 

126 

Number  of  children  found  to  be  sulfering  from:  — 
Defective  vision  ...  ...  ...  490 

( )ther  defects  ...  ...  ...  81 


120 

6 


/ 


Kt'suhs  of  altc'iKlanccs ; 


Sp('ctacles  |)i'escril)ed  (first  time) 

44 

30 

.Sj)ectacles  altered 

53 

10 

Spectacles  renewed 

20 

8 

Alreadv  had  spectacles  which 

were  suitable 

CO 

CM 

51 

Sjtectacles  not  recpiired 

101 

24 

Not  improved  with  spectacles  ... 

— 

— 

Spectacles  repaired 

4 

3 

.Spectacles  no  longer  necessary 

20 

— 

Cases  referred  to  Dr.  Heckford 

34 

— 

OR  1 HOP  l ie  "rREAl’MEN  I’. — I’he  weekly  sessions 
have  l:)een  continued.  The  total  number  of  new  cases 
referred  to  this  clinic  during  the  year  w'as  57,  of  which 
one  was  considered  not  suitable  for  treatment.  Tw'enty-one 
cases  whose  treatment  was  started  in  the  previous  year 
made  further  attendances  and  the  numbe'’  of  children 
under  treatment  at  the  end  of  194b  w'as  35. 

SPEECH  CEIXIC. — The  Speech  Clinic,  which  had  been 
discontinued  since  the  middle  of  1944,  w'as  recommenced 
on  November  1st,  194b,  when  Miss  P.  Comvay  w'as 
appointed  (in  conjunction  with  Hampshire  County 
Council)  as  Speech  Therapist  for  part  of  Hampshire  and 
this  area.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  her  to 
hold  clinics  at  Braunstone  House,  XT\vport,  and  at  Mount 
House,  Ceorge  Street,  Ryde.  She  attends  the  Island  on 
Monday,  4\iesday  and  Wednesday  of  each  week.  The 
total  number  of  attendances  made  by  children  to  the 
clinics  during  XMvember  and  December  totalled  lb3. 

HEAR'!’  CEIXIC. — As  from  January,  1945,  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  two  senior  physicians  on  the  staff  of 
the  County  Hospital,  Doctors  Eirman-Edwards  and 
Dockray,  to  attend  the  Heart  Clinic  which  is  held  on  the 
first  Saturday  morning  each  month  at  St.  .Mary’s  Hos|)ital. 
During  the  year  there  were  12  clinics  held  and  141  attend- 
ances in  all  were  made  by  school  children. 
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CHII.D  (iUIDANCE  CLINICS.—During  194r),  Dr. 
C.  Davies  Jones  held  the  follovving  sessions  : — 


Newport  . . 

Clowes 

Ryde 

Freshwater 


45  (47j 
31  (31) 
34  (30) 
4 (G) 


The  numbers  of  children  attending  were  as  follows  : — 


Total  number  of  cases  dealt  with  ...  ...  55  (43) 

Number  of  new  cases  dealt  with  ...  ...  34(27) 

Number  of  old  cases  re-opened  ...  ...  8( — ) 

Number  of  cases  discharged  ...  ...  ...  24(17) 

Total  numlier  of  attendances  ...  ...  253(223) 


Dr.  Davies  Jones  has  kindly  furnished  the  following 
report  : — 

“The  figures  for  1946  therefore  show  a definite  increase  in 
the  use  made  of  the  Clinic,  despite  a period  \vhen  the 
Clinic  was  housed  at  Mount  House,  Ry'de,  during  which  the 
numbers  attending  fell  considerably.  For  the  rest  of  the 
year,  the  Clinic  moved  to  somewhat  insufficient  accommo- 
dation in  the  Medical  Clinic  at  the  County'  Hall,  and 
finally  transferred  to  permanent  quarters,  it  is  hoped,  at 
Braunstone  House,  Lugley  Street,  Newport,  on  1st 
January,  1947. 

By  far  the  ntajority  of  new  cases  are  referred  to  us 
directly  by  the  Director  of  FMucation  or  the  School  Medical 
Department,  but  a few  cases  reach  us  either  through  the 
recommendation  of  the  family  doctor,  social  agencies,  or 
by  direct  approach  from  tlie  parents  tliemselves.  A small 
proportion  of  cases  are  seen  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Juvenile  Court. 


Pilfering  in  some  form  or  another  is  the  most  common 
reason  for  referral,  but  bedwetting,  “dillicult”  behaviour 
and  backwardness  in  school  work  are  also  frecpiently  given 
as  leasons  for  seeking  advice. 


'rtu'  work  of  the  thiiiie  has  eoiitimiecl  to  iloiirish  largely 
owing  to  the  serxiees  of  l)r.  Hynes  and  Dr.  Williamson, 
who  ha\e  gixen  freely  of  their  lime.  Miss  Holt,  the 
(‘diieational  psyehologist,  la-signed  in  Novemht'r,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  a new  appointment  will  eventtially  be  made. 
I should  add  in  conelusion  that  the  work  done  Ity  Miss 
(iodfrey,  the  psyehiatric  social  worker,  has  been  of  great 
\altie,  particularly  where  a tactful  approach  has  been 
called  for." 

CRIPPLING  DEFECTS  AND  OR'EHOPAEDICS.— 

Mr.  H.  H.  Eangston,  from  Alton  Hospital,  held  seven 
sessions  of  this  clinic  during  the  year.  The  total  attend- 
ances numbered  325,  of  which  14G  were  of  children  in 
your  primary  and  secondary  modern  schools  and  8 of 
secondary  grammar  school  pupils. 

Miss  Harden,  who  did  part-time  duty  as  Physiotherapist, 
resigned  at  the  end  of  August  and  a full-time  Physio- 
therapist, Miss  A.  Baldwin,  commenced  duty  at  the 
beginning  of  September. 

She  has  been  reorganising  the  work,  interviexving 
teachers,  etc.,  and  now'  holds  clinics  in  the  following 
Centres  : — 

Cowes,  Northwood  House  ; 

Freshwater,  Secondary  Modern  School  ; 

Shanklin,  Scio  Hospital  ; 

Sandow'n,  Sandham  Hall  ; 

Newport,  County  Hall  and  Newport  Secondary 
Crammar  School  ; 

Ryde,  Mount  House  ; 

\’entnor.  Senior  School. 

During  the  year,  1,712  attendances  w'cre  made  by 
children  attending  these  clinics  (384  by  Secondary  Cram- 
mar  school  children  and  1 ,328  by  children  attending 
primary  schools). 
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'I'ho  children  sulTering  from  orthopaedic  defects  who 


were  treated  in  Alton  Hospital  during  the 
follows  : — 

year 

were  as 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

In  residence  at  Alton  at  beginning 
of  1946  

6 

— 

6 

Admitted  dtiring  the  year 

5 

6 

1 1 

Discharged  during  the  year 

7 

3 

10 

In  residence  on  31st  December, 

1 946  

4 

3 

7 

The  diseases  or  defects  I'or  which  the  eleven  children 
were  admitted  were  as  follows  : — 

Infantile  paralysis,  osteo  chondritis  (right  hip), 
Still’s  disease,  skin  grafting  after  severe  burns,  gross 
kypho  lordosis,  spastic  monoplegia  (2),  ununited  frac- 
ture (for  hone  grafting),  Perthe’s  disease,  spasmodic 
flat  foot  and  dropped  foot. 

'J’eti  children  (seven  hoys  and  three  girls)  were  discharged 
durin<g  the  year  leaving  seven  (four  lioys  and  three  girls) 
in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Of  the  two  children  in  the  Heritage  Clraft  School, 
Chailey,  at  the  heginning  of  the  year,  one  was  still  there  on 
December  3 1st,  a hoy  sulfering  from  a congenital  defornuty 
of  both  legs  and  the  other,  a girl,  with  lameness  following 
oslromyelitis  attaint'd  the  agt'  of  IG  years  and  left  the 
school,  having  been  there  three  years  aitd  eight  months. 

One  child  sulTering  from  ringworm  was  admitti'd  to 
St.  John’s  Hospiltil,  London,  on  23rd  May,  for  X-Rav 
treatntent. 


1 1 


I’l  1)1  .RCIL’ I.(  )S IS.  CI;i(licriiu'  Bowen  Home,  Loii^- 
lofd  Sanatorium. 

The  number  of  ehilclren  from  th('  Clounty  I'aluetition 
area  dealt  with  durintjf  194(')  is  stnnmarised  in  the  lollowint^ 
table: 


In  residence  on  December  31st., 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

1945  

3 

4 

1 

.\dmitted  during  the  year  ... 

5 

7 

12 

Discharged  during  the  year 
Remaining  on  December  31st., 

7 

10 

17 

1 94b  

1 

1 

2 

or  the  seventeen  children  diseharged,  one  was  a case 
of  abdominal  tulterculosis  with  the  disease  ‘arrested’, 
in  one,  a supposed  case  of  tubercular  peritonitis,  the 
diagnosis  was  not  confirmed,  two  admitted  for  observation 
were  classed  on  discharge  as  radiologically  tulterculous 
but  clinically  non-tuberculous,  five  were  classed  as  diagnosis 
doubtful  and  the  other  eight  were  all  non-tuberculous. 

Other  children  of  school  age  admitted  to  the  Catherine 
Bowen  Home  included  six  children  from  the  Portsmouth 
Pducation  Authority. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  two  children  in  the 
Sanatorium,  one  boy  suffering  from  heart  disease  and  the 
other,  a girl,  sufl'ering  from  bronchiectasis. 


The  children  treated  at  Alton  Hospital  on  account  of 
tuberculosis  were  as  follows 


Boys 

In  Hospital  on  December  .31st, 

1 94:3  4 

.'\dmitt(‘d  during  the  year  ...  2 

Discharged  during  the  year 
In  residence  on  December  31st, 

194b 


Girls 


1 


Total 

4 

3 

2 


4 


1 


12 


At  the  beginning  of  194()  there  were  four  Ijoys  at  the 
Lord  Alayor  Treloar  Hospital,  Alton,  suflering  from  non- 
puhnonary  tuberculosis,  as  follows  : — 

Spine,  right  shoulder,  bones  of  foot,  and  left  hip. 

Two  ot  these  boys  were  discharged  during  the  year,  one 
alter  sixteen  months  with  the  disease  quiescent  and  the 
other  after  eleven  months  with  good  bony  union  and 
moderately  good  movement  of  the  shoulder. 

I'wo  boys  and  one  girl  were  admitted  to  Alton  Hospital 
during  the  year,  all  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  spine. 
They  were  all  still  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  child  (girl)  sutfering  from  bronchiectasis  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  London  Chest  Hospital  during  the  year  and 
was  still  there  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Three  children  of  school  age  (two  girls  and  one  boy), 
were  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Parkhurst,  for 
bronchogram  and  remained  there  for  a period  of  two  days 
each. 


One  boy  was  admitted  to  Brompton  Hospital  for  a 
period  of  three  days  for  special  treatment  (basal  lobectomy). 
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4’hc‘  table  shows  that  1,340  children  were  excluded  on 
account  of  infectious  disease,  1,201  actually  infected  and 
139  contacts.  'I'he  figures  for  1945  were  747  and  105. 

Chicken  pox  was  responsible  for  most  exclusions,  followed 
by  measles,  mumps  and  whooping  cough.  Measles  began 
to  beconte  prevalent  during  the  second  term  and  by  the 
end  of  the  third  term  was  becoming  epidemic.  Whooping 
cough  was  pre\  alent  throughotit  the  year  but  the  numbers 
gradually  increased  as  the  year  went  on.  Chicken  pox, 
most  prevalent  in  the  lirst  term,  gradually  diminished 
during  the  other  two  terms.  4’he  number  of  cases  of 
mumips  varied  little  week  by  week. 

Xo  school  was  closed  on  account  of  epidemic  disease. 

Xo  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  schools  where 
the  average  weekly  attendance  had  fallen  below  si.xty  per 
cent  of  maximum  liy  reason  of  epidemic  disease. 

DEXrAL  TREAl’MEXT.— Mr.  F.  G.  Harvey,  B.D.S., 
submits  the  following  report  : — 

I'he  work  of  the  school  dental  service  has  been  one  of 
steady  progress  during  the  year.  With  the  appointment  of 
a second  assistant  dental  olHcer  who  commenced  duty  in 
September,  the  arrears  of  work  which  were  noted  in  last 
year'’s  report  have  been  practically  overcome  and  at  the 
close  of  the  year  only  two  schools  remained  uninspected 
and  untreated.  'Ehis  can  be  regarded  as  very  sati.sfactory 
in  view  of  the  volume  of  work  which  faced  the  dentists  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year. 

I’he  total  number  of  children  examined  was  7,41  1 and 
ol  this  number  4,711  or  53.5  per  cent  were  referred  for 
treatment.  4’he  number  of  acce|rtances  for  treatntent 
totalled  3,493  or  74  per  cent  v\hich,  compared  with  other 
authorities  and  the  last  available  figure  for  the  eountry  as 
a whole  f()5.5  per  cent  in  193H),  is  \ery  gratifying. 
.Moreover,  then*  is  defmite  evidence  that  a large  number  of 
( hildren  who  do  not  accept  tieatment  at  school  do  receive 


it  iVom  ])ri\;ile  cU'ntisls.  I'hc  acct'ittance  rate  varies 
ceiisideraltly  in  cliirereiit  sehools  tincl  in  those  where  the 
Head  'I'eticher  takes  tin  interest  in  the  dental  serviee  it  is 
always  a hij^h  one.  I'he  lollowintt;  sehools  show  an 
aeeepttinee  rate  of  90  jier  cetit  or  over. 


Per  cent 

Bri<>hstone  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

St.  Helens  C.K.  Senior  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Xettlestone  Council  Junior  ...  ...  ...  100 

I otland  Junior  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

St.  Helens  Junior  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Bradintr  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

East  Cowes  Inlants’  ...  ...  ...  ...  95.6 

Codshill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

•Sandown  St.  Johns  Infants’  ...  ...  ...  94 

Brading  C.E.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Brooke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

\Vhi]5]:)ingham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Chale  90 

\ entnor  C.E.  Infants’  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 


'Ereatnient  has  consisti'd  in  the  main  of  conserving  the 
permanent  dentition  in  a healthy  condition  and  this  has 
necesssitated  the  insertion  of  3,705  fillings  in  the  permanent 
teeth.  E.xtensive  dental  caries  was  found  in  708  per- 
manent teeth  and  these  were  e.xtracted  together  with  a 
further  71  teeth  which  were  removed  for  regulation 
purposes. 

Excellent  results  can  be  obtained  by  the  judiciou 
extraction  of  individual  teeth  in  those  mouths  where  the 
teeth  are  very  oviu  ci  owded. 

A certain  amount  ol'  conservative  treatment  has  been 
given  to  the  temporary  dentition,  1.018  fillings  were 
inserted  in  temporary  teeth,  but  it  was  found  necessary  to 
extract  4,997  teeth  on  account  of  gross  dtmtal  ctiries  or 
toothaclu'. 


Under  the  heading  of  “other  operations”  are  grouped 
a miinher  of  various  treatments  ranging  from  the  scaling 
of  teeth  and  the  removal  of  green  stain  to  the  insertion  of 
root  fillings  and  the  conservation  of  temporary  teeth  by 
the  reduction  method  of  silver  nitrate.  In  addition,  fiv'e 
children  \vho  were  about  to  leave  school  had  small  dentures 
inserted.  These  children  had  lost  incisor  teeth  due  chiefly 
to  accidents  and  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  start  them  on 
their  careers  with  a functional  and  pleasing  oral  condition. 

In  conclusion,  1 would  like  to  thank  the  Head  'Teachers 
for  the  co-operation  and  help  they  have  so  willingly 
given  to  the  dentists  when  visiting  the  schools,  knowing 
full  well  the  inconvenience  caused,  more  especially  where 
accommodation  is  so  limited. 

EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN. 

DEAF  AND  BLIND  CHILDREN.— At  the  end  of 
1946,  there  were  four  deaf  children  in  special  schools,  one 
(a  boy)  at  the  Brighton  School  for  the  Deaf  and  three 
others  (two  boys  and  one  girl)  at  the  West  of  England 
Residential  School  for  the  Deaf  at  Exeter.  Three  children 
were  still  awaiting  admission  to  a Special  School  at  the 
end  of  the  year  (one  boy  and  two  girls). 

"There  were  five  blind  children  in  Special  Schools  at  the 
end  of  the  year  (four  boys  and  one  girl).  One  girl,  aged 
20.',,  was  at  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind  at  the 
end  of  the  year  l)ut  tlie  other  girl  mentioned  in  last  year’s 
annual  report  left  the  College  in  July,  1946,  after  four 
year’s  tuition  and  obtained  a position  in  the  War  Ollice. 

EDUCATIONALLY  SUB-NORMAL  CHILDREN.— 
'Th('  educationally  sub-normal  l)oy  referred  to  in  last 
vear’s  report,  was  transferred  in  January,  1946,  to  Mony- 
hull  Residential  School,  Birmingham. 

Eight  children  (four  boys  and  four  girls)  were  notifuxl 
during  the  year  ended  31st  Dec('inber,  1946,  by  the  local 


17 


I'ducation  Aulhoiily  to  thr  Local  Mental  1 )(‘licicncy 
Authoritv  undcf  Section  57  (5)  ol'thc  I’alneation  Act,  1!)44. 

DnriniJt  the  year,  two  special  ehisscs  were  started  in 
Xewiiort  for  mentally  retarded  children,  one  in  the  Clonneil 
(dlls'  Sehool  and  the  other  in  the  Clonneil  Boys’  School. 
Bovs  and  trirls  Between  the  at>es  of  eit^ht  and  twelve  with 
intelli'^enee  (piotients  rangin<Jt  between  54  and  97  were 
adm.itted.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  14  hoys  and  21  girls 
were  in  attendanc  e. 

The  classes  have  not  been  in  existence  long  enough  for 
an  opinion  to  be  given  as  to  whether  or  not  the  range  of 
intelligence  quotients  chosen  is  the  correct  one. 


OTHER  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN. 

EPlLEPTiClS. — 'Ehe  girl  suffering  from  severe  epilepsy 
wfio  was  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  as  being  at  the 
Lingfield  Epileptic  Colony  was  found  to  be  ineducable  and 
was  discharged  from  that  Colony  on  the  12th  July,  1946, 
after  lieing  there  for  a period  of  fifteen  months.  She  was 
examinc'd  by  one  of  the  Medical  Oflicers  on  her  return  who 
confirmed  that  she  was  ineducable  and  her  name  has  been 
referred  to  the  local  Mental  Deficiency  Committee. 

One  boy  suffering  from  severe  epilepsy  (age  10  years 
4 months),  was  admitted  to  the  Lingfield  Epileptic  Colony 
in  May. 

In  addition,  there  are  three  children  of  .school  age,  two 
boys  and  one  girl,  who  stiffer  from  epilejjsy.  One  c^f  the 
boys  had  a severe  attack  in  Eebruary  in  school  but  has  had 
no  attacks  since  and  is  a bright  child  and  attending  school 
regularly.  The  other  boy  was  absent  from  school  at  the 
end  of  the  year  and  the  girl  has  Ijeen  exempted  from 
attending  school  at  the  present  time  and  is  under  the  care 
of  her  own  doctor.  One  other  girl  who  suflias  from  minor 
epilepsy  is  under  medical  treatment  but  attends  school. 


I» 


In  all  there  were  eleven  children  not  attending  school  at 
the  end  ol  the  year  on  account  of  physical  defects,  six 
were  awaiting  admission  to  special  schools  or  hospitals, 
two  \vere  exempted,  one  because  of  severe  bronchiectasis 
and  the  other  because  of  epilepsy,  one  was  suffering  from 
osteomyelitis  of  the  knee,  one  from  epilepsy  and  one  from 
bronchiectasis. 


lb.  SECONDARY  GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

'I'he  two  schools  in  Newport  and  Sandown  provide 
higher  education  for  scholars  of  the  whole  Island.  In 
October,  1946,  there  were  681  ('659j  on  their  registers 
"356  in  Newport  and  325  in  Sando\vn). 

As  in  previous  years,  routine  examination  was  made  of 
the  scholars  of  tw'o  age  groups,  viz.,  those  aged  twelve  and 
fifteen,  in  addition  to  those  brought  forward  for  any  reason 
by  their  parents  or  teachers. 

The  figures  of  these  inspections  and  the  findings  are 
included  in  the  tables  at  the  end  of  this  report,  and  also  in 
the  details  of  work  done  at  the  eye  clinics  shown  in  .Section  7. 

Total 

Number  of  children  examined  ...  ...  ...  254 

Number  of  these  suffering  from  one  or  more  defects  161 

4’wenty-seven  needed  dental  treatntent  and  54  had 
defective  vision. 

Fifty-seven  scholars  attended  Dr.  Wallace’s  eye  clinic. 
Nineteen  of  these  were  new'  attendances  and  thirty-eight 
re-examinations.  Fdeven  were  supplied  with  spectacles 
for  the  first  time,  twelv^e  had  s])ectacles  altered  or  reiuwved, 
twenty  had  spectacles  which  were  suitable,  eleven  did  not 
recpiire  spectacles  and  in  three  the  spectacles  \\ere  suitable. 
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TAlil^r,  I.  MKDK'.AL  INSPKC'I’IONS  OF 
CIIILDRFX  AI  TENDINC;  ALL  SCHOOLS. 

,L  Routine  Medical  lns/)cclioiis. 

Xuinlirr  of  1 ns])t‘c'lions  in  tlu'  ])rcscril)cd  (iroups  : — 


Lntrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1315 

Second  A'4(' (iron])  ...  ...  ...  ...  1183 

rhircOV^c  Croup  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1025 

Total  3.523 

Xninhcr  of  olh('r  Routine  Inspections  ...  ...  23 

Crand  I’otal  ...  ...  3546 

B.  Other  Inspections. 

Xuniher  of  .Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  1788 

Xumber  of  Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  1912 

Total  3700 


TABLE  II. 

B. — Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children 
Inspected  during  the  Year  in  the  Routine 
Age  Groups. 


•Vge-group.s 

Xuuitier 

of 

( 'hihlreii 
Iri.spected 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

0/ 

0 

No. 

0/ 

0 

No.  ! 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

0, 

/O 

Entiant« 

to.'. 

30 . ,S 

317 

02.1 

OO 

0.0 

3 

0.2 

Seconil  Age-group 

1 1S3 

331 

2,s.O 

730 

02.2 

115 

0.7 

1 

0.1 

Third  Age-group 

liri-') 

32it 

32.1 

001 

.“>s . ti 

01 

s.o 

1 

0.1 

Otlier  Koutiiu- 

liLspectiou.s 

23 

.) 

21  .7 

17 

73.0 

1 

1 . 1 

' 

TOTAL 

3")  It; 

1(170 

30.2 

2171 

01  .2 

2!t7  -S.I 

s 

0 . 2 
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TABLE  III. 

Group  I. — Treatment  oj  Minor  Ailments  (excluding 
uncleanliness) 


The  total  number  of  defects  treated  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year  under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme  was  ...  ...  ...  1036 
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t onsils  only,  (ii)  Adenoids  onlv.  (iii)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  (iv)  Other  defects  ol  the  nose  and  thioat. 


TABLE  IV.  DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 


(1)  Xinubcr  ot  children  inspected  by  the  Dentist. 


(a)  Routine  Age  (iroups 


■ 

IV. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

TOTAL 

nibpr 

256 

683 

787 

773 

775 

717 

714 

758 

632 

669 

262 

87 

45 

7158 

(b)  Specials 

253 

(c)  TOTAL  (Routine  and 

Specials)  ... 

7411 

(2) 

Xiunber  found  to  require  treatment 

4711 

(3) 

Number  actually  treated 

3493 

(4) 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  ... 

4461 

(5) 

Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

(7) 

Extractions  : — 

Inspection  and  57 

Permanent  Teeth  ... 

779 

4 rcatment  ...  796 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

4997 

853 

TOTAL 

5776 

(8) 

Administration  of 
general  anaesthetics 
for  extractions 

30 

Fillings  : — 

(9) 

Other  Operations 

_ 

Peimanent  4’eeth  3705 

Permanent  Teeth  ... 

551 

Temporary  Teeth  1018 

Temporary  'Feeth 

534 

rOIAL  4723 

icypAL  ... 

1085 

* These  figures  include  a few  Secondary  Grammer  School 
children. 

Partial  dentures  were  supplied  to  five  school  children. 
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FABLE  \’. 

UNCLEANLIXESS  AND  VERMINOUS 
CONDFEIONS. 

(/)  Average  number  of  visits  per  School  made 

during  the  year  by  the  School  N’urses  7.7 

(ii)  'Fotal  number  of  examinations  ol  children 

in  the  Schools  by  Schools  XMrses  ...  26,438 

(Hi)  Number  of  individual  children  found 

unclean  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

{iv)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under 
arrangements  made  by  the  Local 
Education  Authority  .. . ...  ...  12(') 

(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  pro- 
ceedings were  taken  : - 

(a)  Under  the  Iwlucation  Act,  1921  Nil 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye- 

laws   Nil 


